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was very much, disgusted by the examina-
tions, which were all oral, and to his thought
absurdly easy. "Why, this boy here could
pass them! " he said, and forthwith he had the
boy try. John did pass; and his father
promptly entered him in the college, and de-
parted for home.

The elder brother died in December, and
the lad of fourteen, left alone in the college to
which he had been introduced in such sum-
mary fashion, was naturally unhappy. So his
father took him away after Christmas, and
carried him with him to Europe for a trip
which lasted until the autumn.

One boyish letter, written to his mother,
telling her of the things he had seen in Rome,
remains as the only immediate record of the
lad's experiences. There is nothing in the
letter which is extraordinary, nor indicative
as yet of anything except the natural interest
of the boy in new experiences and strange
associations.

Two echoes of this early journey appear in
letters written many years afterwards:

" I visited this place [Perugia] when I was
in Italy as a boy, and remember particularly
the promenade on the city walls in the eve-
ning when everybody and a few more seemed
to be in evidence, and the view from the afore-
said walls.along;
